Overview of the first activities of EBCA since the foundation of this European npo:

	17 Jun 2008
	Foundation of EBCA by the npo Pinocchio and the ABF (France)

	30 June 08
	Participation of EBCA on the ACFSE event concerning comparative burn of flame retardant versus non flame retardant upholstered Furniture in Delft (TNO – Efectis Laboratories)

	10 Sep 08
	Participation of EBCA on the launch event Reach for Life Brussels

	11 en 12 Sep 08
	EBCA was involved in the negotiations on the 7de EFA roundtable in Brussels concerning  Reducing the risk of ignition and spread of flame, IEC 60950-1 ed 2, am  in ACFSE

	27 Nov 08
	Letter to Mrs. Kuneva concerning the importance of Flame retardants in domestic furniture for the average civilian in Europe. The letter to Mrs Kuneva is included in this overview.

	End 2008
	Start of a first action plan for the next 3 years. The target was to count minimum 6 members during those  first3 years

	18 – 19 Mar 09 
	Our position to Albemarle and the Flame retardant industry (participation on the European Ecolabelling Board meeting and the Reach for Life meeting) was from the beginning on, the point of view of the burn patients, from a global point of view, taking into account all those partners and points that can help to improve the situation of burn patients and to lower the number f burn victims in Europe
[image: image1.emf]              Neder - over - Heembeek, 17  Februar y   2009                 Nr 9000 95           To the attention of: Mrs Veronique  Steukers, ALBEMARLE       Dear Mrs Steukers,   Hello Veronique,       We have well received your  information   concerning the upcoming EU study on the  environmental & h ealth effects of flame retardants in upholstered furniture.     EBCA is very much interested in the set - up and results of this study, since this study  can significantly contribute to less fire casualties and deaths in Europe. We will  therefor e   try to get in c ontact with Antonella Correra and tell her about our int e rest in  this study, and to tell her about the main goals of EBCA, as European Burn  Casualties Association.   During this meeting, we will present Mrs Correra our position  on the topic of flame retardan ts, in an objective, patient driven way.     EBCA supports good , objective   and thorough research on this topic, so EU , the  chemical industry   and other partners concerned  can learn more about  the specific  need for  and benefits of the use of  flame retardants to   improve  European  fire  prevention and to limit the number of victims from domestic and other fires in   every  member state of the   Europe an Union .   We see that news papers daily mention   a  number of  children and adults   killed in fires due to domestic fires in wh ich upholstery  Furniture plays a very signi ficant role in smoke generation. We would like to do  something about this.     Therefore EBCA will try to contribute to and work with the EU  studies   on flame  retardants, in order to have the best possible scientifica l and objective knowledge on  the benefits of the use of flame retardants. Only with this information,  the EU can  make the best possible directives on this topic, and only with these directives  the  number of casualties and fatalities in European fires can  r eally  be limited , .     Yours sincerely,         Martin Margodt         Paul Villain  



	24 Mar 09
	74 organisations were contacted (by post en email) with the question to become member of EBCA. 12 organisations answered, the first results:

· Paulinchen (D) isn’t participating due to too much internal development problems and lack of staff in their own market. We contacted the 3 other German burn patient organisations. The other organisations we contacted were “Leben” from Mrs Petra Krause and we heard about Cicatrix.
· FLAVIE (National Swiss patient organisation) wants to become a member
· The British (Burnley General Hospital, Scottish Burned Children’s Club, Changing Faces, Burn Support Groups) whom we contacted wouldn’t participate because of a lack of (financial) means or people, except for Changing Faces, who wanted to stay in contact with EBCA.

· The Italian Assobus Onlus will, view their busy program, contacted us after
Jul 8th 09

Existing EBCA members beyond Pinocchio: ABF (Association Brûlés France) and the Nederlandse Brandwondenstichting

	14 Apr 09
	Meeting in Paris with ABF and EBCA

	13 - 14 Mai 09
	EBCA is taking part at the 8th EFA Roundtable in London on Mai 13 and 14th where EBCA presented the current situation of the burn victims for the countries we knew about. We also took part within the three tradional workshops: Statistics, Domestic and hotel fire protection en Communication to Consumers & Vulnerables. The  participating members of EBCA were divided over the 3 workshops to get the maximum of information for its members.

	21 Mai 09
	Brainstorm concerning fire safety on board of touring cars and city busses, as a preparation of the Busworld congress in Kortrijk (Belgium).

	29 Jun 09
	De Nederlandse Brandwondenstichting (Dutch Burns Foundation ) is now an official member of EBCA

	02 Jul 09 
	All contacted organisations are now waiting for more information and reactions . That was the reason why we invited them for a roundtable meeting in Lausanne and the announcement of the activation of the website of EBCA.

· A Roundtable in Lausanne where for the first time the members and non-members had the opportunity to present their own organisation and to change ideas during 10 minutes/organization.

	12 Mai 09
	The EBCA website is active and has an aim to spread as much information as possible and to share knowledge for those parties who are interested in improving the situation of burn patients and of fire prevention in Europe.

	14 Jul 09
	Meeting with Busworld in the Castle van Rumbeke on july 14th 09:
Busworld is an organisation who represents and joins 110 constructors from touring cars (directly and via IRU) and also 39.000 tour operators from all over the world.
Items dicsussed:

1. Congress at Kortrijk from 16 – 21 October 2009
How to remain champion in safety when travelling
Total safety concept: SMART move campaign
Invitation of speakers during 2 hours about safety in general and the ecological aspect
2. What can EBCA do for Busworld at the Busworld exhibition and conference?
a. Study by the EU after Sep 09 concerning fire safety in busses DG TRN, Mrs Gwenn Strasburger.
Proposition of collaboration with Busworlds investigation towards even more fire safety
b. Support fire safety in busses and add EBCA as a go between Busworld and the EU

c. Invitation of Mr René Hagen as speaker

d. Invitation of EU authorities

	14 Jul 09
	During the same meeting with Busworld, arrangements were taken with EYROFLAM SA, a company specialised in the production of fire resistant paints.
Target was to invite this company as speaker at the 9th Rountable of EFA at Berlin on Nov 11 and 12th 09. This could not happen because of an internal restructuring within Eyroflam from Q3 2009.

	01 Sep 09
	Production of the first EBCA banner to make EBCA well known as well as nation as international.

	04 Sep 09
	First meeting in Lausanne during EBA 2009
The Vice-president, Mr Paul Villain, explained why to continue with EBCA on a political level. It is to obtain in the future more involvement and recognition from the European politicians, and also to give more weight on the national activities of each national association towards national politicians.

By the EBCA administrator Mr. Dominiek Viaene:

· Presentation of EBCA (see website EBCA): What is EBCA, 
· What has been done already, 
· What comes in 2010 and 
· What’s in it for you

Each person presented her or himself and his organization.

Explanation by Mr. Rob Baardse of a new website in the Netherlands, www.burnsnetwork.org, with main goal information and the possibility for everyone to put or to pick up information concerning burns

Question by Madam Petra Krause-Wloch concerning the older European (EFAB) Organization, what about the existence of that organization. Answer by Mr. Paul Villain why it will be stopped and that the older organization will be officially stopped in the coming days.

Miss Hannelore Andries gave a presentation about The Psychosocial Intervention Plan in Belgium. Presentation available with EBCA.
Mr. Alexandre Dubuis explained that he had the only organization in Switzerland who cares about burned people. He gave everyone a CD with prevention lessons in four languages  and showed us a book with testimonials from burned people.

By Mr. Martin Margodt:

· He explained the possibility that each organization can become a member of EBCA by:
- paying ONCE 100€
- will be invited to each EBCA meeting
- receive every two months exclusive new information by mail
- the  members who were present on the first meeting of EBCA on the 4th of September 2009 in Lausanne will receive 100CHF for the reimbursement of the badge.
- may profit from everything that’s happens in Europe

· An invitation will be send to every organization in Europe to become member of EBCA.

· That the statutes and the goals of EBCA can be consulted on the website EBCA.

· That the report of this meeting will be placed on the website EBCA

· That the report of this meeting will be send to every organization in Europe

List of attendees of the Lausanne meeting on the 4th of September 2009:

Mr. Martin Margodt President EBCA
Mr. Paul Villain Vice-President EBCA
Mr. Dominiek Viaene administrator EBCA
Miss Hannelore Andries from the Belgian Government of Health
Mr. Alexandre Dubuis from the Swiss Flavie
Mr. Gaël Blanchet from the Swiss Flavie
Mr. Johan De Jager from the Belgische Brandwonden Stichting
Mr Charly de Vuyst from the Belgische Brandwonden Stichting
Mr. Koen Maertens from the Belgian OSCARE
Mr. Rob Baardse from the Nederlandse Brandwondenstichting
Madam Petra Krause-Wloch from Bundesverband für Brandverletzte e.V.
Mr. Gaetano Esposito from the Italian Octopus Onlus
Mrs. Els Vandermeulen Burns Psychologist of the Belgian Military Hospital in Brussels
Mr. Hubert Van Der Snickt Office Manager EBCA

	16 Okt 09
	The presentation at and the meeting with Busworld went good. EBCA met:
- Mr Mannaerts, chairman FBAA

- Mr Richard Averbeck, vice president Daimler Product Engineering Daimler Buses

- Mr Doug Jack (Jack is his surname) director Transport Resources International Ltd

The aim is together with Busworld to plan an appointment concerning the rest of technical problems with reference to fire safety in busses, focussed on the difficult compartments (toilet and motor compartment - wiring). Planning appointment end 2010

	29 Okt 09
	Participation on the EFRA STANDARDS SEMINAR

European Reaction to Fire Standards in Building

	11-12 Nov 09
	Participation on the 9de EFA roundtable in Berlin

Dear EBCA members,We are pleased to send you a report about the European Fire Academy (EFA) 9th Roundtable that took place in Berlin from November 11th until the 12th.

We believe it was a very enriching meeting with a good exchange of views and information on how fire services work in our member states and on many fire safety issues. 

Participating members of EBCA: Mr. Martin Margodt (president), Mr. Dominiek Viaene (member of the EBCA board) and Mr Hubert Van Der Snickt (Office manager).

Day one:

After the instructive presentations about the fire organization in Poland, Berlin and Frankfurt and also the presentation of hotel evacuation research we were divided in three working groups.

Group 1 concerning statistics attended by Mr Dominiek Viaene.

Items:

1.
Understanding European fire statistics is there a case for harmonisation?
Very important item, because if the statistics of all our European organizations would have the same subdivision it would be easier to present a global European situation to the European parliament so that the members of the parliament could dispose of a clear situation about fire casualties without discussion.

2.
German Fire Statistics & Investigation

3.
EBCA presented the progress the association has made during the last months and their intentions to share their knowledge on best practices regarding information campaigns etc. In 2009, EBCA has focused on the start-up of the organization, the gathering of statistics on burn victims from a hospital point of view and has started a cooperation with Busworld on burn incidents in buses.

Group 2 concerning Domestic & Hotel Fire Prevention, attended by Mr. Hubert Van der Snickt

Items:

1.
Reflections on the success of the UK Upholstered Furniture Regulations.
This presentation showed us the significant need of the use of flame retardant upholstered furniture. Most important causes are smoke, heat and toxicity and the time between the ignition and the arrival of the fire brigade. By using upholstered furniture there is a very important reduction of smoke, heat and toxicity. Results in the UK in 2006: 363 fire casualties.

2.
Consumer Fire Safety: European Statistics and Potential Fire Safety Measures

Group 3 concerning  Communication to consumers & Vulnerables, attended by Mr. Martin Margodt

Items:

1.
Community Fire Safety Guidance Principles
The aim of this presentation is to make people within our community safer from fire and the risk from fire.

2.
European Burns Casualties Association.
We had the opportunity to present our “One Year of Progress” by Mr. Dominiek Viaene.

After the working groups there was also a presentation about European civil protection.

This presentation gave us a clear view how the community protection is organized in

Europe by disaster and the function of the Monitoring and Information Centre (MIC).

Day two:

Presentations about: Fire Safety in high Rise Buildings, a system for tracking Fire Fighters and The European Fire Service Tunnel Group.

The meeting was closed with roundtable discussion and a point of view from EFA: EFA 2010 – Bridging to the new European Parliament.

Dear EBCA member, we hope that you feel that we try to defend the rights and the position of burned people in Europe.  It is not an easy way but a long way to reach our goals. We thank you for your collaboration and the confidence you give us.

You will find more extensive information on the website of EFA (http://www.europeanfireacademy.com/cms/show/id=710924 ) idem ditto on our website (www.ebca.info ) .

Our website undergoes for the moment a transformation to show and to inform more and much better.

In the future more about our EBCA meeting 2010 in  Brussels.

Kindly regards.

	05 Dec 09
	Meeting with ALBEMARLE and ICL-IP Europe
1/ EBCA & de European organisations: 
- mailing with the European Parliament & the European Commission 
- invitation to the European Reference centre, practical planning
2/ Busworld – next steps
3/ EBCA, EFA & ACFSE - coordination
4/ Possible subventions through the European Commission
5/ Prospect 2010 

	14 Dec 09
	Participation at a meeting about Sprinklers

Date: Monday, 14.12.09, Start: 11.45 h

Place: Chaussée de Wavre / Waversesteenweg 1945, B-1160 Brussel

Agenda:

1. Alan Brinson:

Information about sprinkler systems
Introduction EFSN European Fire Sprinkler Network

2. Alain Verhoyen:

Sprinkler protection in Belgium
3. Discussion / comparisons with other countries
Participants:

Alan Brinson, Didier Vassal, Bernard Deneus, Alain Verhoyen, Martin Margodt, Sinikka Freidhof, Martin Margodt and Hubert Van Der Snickt

	14 jan 10
	First meeting with Frau Regina Hees from Cicatrix in Schladming on the occasion of DAV 2010. A few weeks later, Cicatrix decides to become a member of EBCA.

	12 Feb 10
	Meeting in Aalst concerning “The EBCA Box”.

We would like to offer to the 80 most important EU parliamentarians a box with several items in it like: smoke detectors, sprinklers and a piece of texture treated with flame retardants and another without. This idea needs to be checked and completed.
Outcome of the meeting: chosen theme “Burn prevention in Europe is not a gamble”. Box will be worked out at the end of 2010

	21 Apr 10
	Participation on the 8th International Fire Sprinkler Conference in Brussels.

Mr Dominiek Viaene from EBCA talked about 10 minutes (for 160 prominents) after the lunch about EBCA and underlined our wish to prevent casualties by fire.

He fully defended the EBCA point of view concerning the use of flame retardant products, smoke detectors, sprinklers, rescue ways, etc…

	19 Mai 10
	First meeting with Leonor Stjepic from RAFT, regarding possible participation of RAFT in EBCA. RAFT decides few days later to become a member of EBCA.

	03 Jun 10
	10th EFA Roundtable in Brussels at the European Parliament.

Mr. Dominiek Viaene had the opportunity to ask some questions to Mister Malcolm Harbour Chairman of the IMCO department, regarding their plans on fire safety in Europe.

	16 Jun 10
	Visit of EBCA to RAFT in London. Mutual presentations of both organizations were given.

	26 Oct 10
	EXXON Mobil invited the EBCA Chairman Mr. Margodt and Mr. Hubert Van Der Snickt Office Manager to explain the European problems about burned people in particular burned children. Items of his presentation:  the necessity to use of smoke detectors, the importance of flame retardants in upholstered furniture and the use of sprinklers, the continuation of prevention efforts by the government, the collaboration of all European organizations who defend the right of burned people; 
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	03 Nov
	Meeting in Italy with our Italian EBCA partner 
The Italian organization OCTOPUS UNLUS who represents almost all burn organizations in Italy, invited the EBCA Chairman  Mr. Margodt and Mr. Hubert Van Der Snickt Office Manager to ask for help. Octopus wanted to use the know-how of EBCA and of the npo Pinocchio in order to build a structure for the Italian burn federation. Octopus was just founded last year and they are almost nowhere in setting up a structure and a working platform! After explaning how Pinocchio is functioning Martin Margodt explained the European problems about burned people in particular about burned children. Items of his presentation:  the necessity to use of smoke detectors, the importance of the use of flame retardants in upholstered furniture and the use of sprinkler systems, the continuation of prevention campaigns and efforts by the government, the need of the cross-border collaboration of all European organizations who defend the right of burned people.

Martin Margodt demanded OCTOPUS UNLUS to keep statistics in each department and to send it to their responsible politicians.

For the moment their biggest problem in Italy is alcoholism and the non-interested politicians!. Contacts with the surgeons G.A. Grisola from Firenze, Dr. Franca Calabretti from Ciampino, Mr. Tommaso Acchiardi chairman of OCTOPUS en Surgeon Gaetano Esposito

The chairman of the OCTOPUS UNLUS will participate at the Second EBCA meeting in Brussels
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	04 Nov 
	EBCA represented by Mr Dominiek Viaene was invited as speaker on the “Themadag ASPO BPF”, Arnhem,( Netherland). Result: 180 present persons by NIFV, mainly technical specialists and people from the Assurance World. There is been told by EBCA:

· Who is EBCA and what is its goal?

· Why we like to participate at this day, from the point of view seen by the casualties

· What’s the importance of flame retardant products, en the importance of difference between the essential (the obligation of the use of flame retardant products) and the minor importance (endless technical discussions cfr San Antonio statement), at which it didn’t go about the objective assessment of the different systems, but only a witch hunt against certain types of flame retardant products.

· The evolution of the non-functioning or the stock up with issuing of rules, for example HORTEC, without consultation with the sector itself in connection with the economic feasibility.

· In the theme of the day it was clearly mentioned that in the discussion of the day, there must come an assessment between what we already know and the already used and effective flame retardant products who provides perhaps more than 95% of the solutions compared with the 5% insecurity.
If those 5% insecurity/unknown of all the aspects the preservations or the introduction means to put the 95% security in the way, then we are not on the right way

	10 Nov 10
	EBCA starts talks with the Portuguese burn patient organisation: Associação Amigos dos Queimados

	26 Nov 10
	Second EBCA meeting in Brussels.

Part 1 of the meeting: getting to know the EBCA Members

In order to get to know the different national members of EBCA, and to give a forum to as many people as possible, we plan a presentation for each of the national member associations. 

Each member has a timeslot of maximum 10 minutes per association, if possible with a focus on the following points:

· The origin of your association, and who does your association represent?

· How do you work?

· What are the main achievements of the last years of your organization inside your own country?

Audio-visual presentation materials are available for powerpoint presentations or DVD. We would like to ask you to send all presentations to the EBCA office before 20/11, so we can make sure it works on the available technical equipment..

At the end of all national presentations, we would also like to ask you for your ideas on how you think that EBCA can contribute to your national goals in the short, medium-range and long term. 

At present we plan presentations of vzw Pinocchio (Belgium), NBS (The Netherlands), ABF (France), Flavie (Switzerland), RAFT (UK), Cicatrix (Germany) ,Octopus (Italy) and A0Q (Portugal).

Part 2 of the meeting: a multidisciplinary round-up of developments on fire safety in EU

One of the targets of EBCA is that we want to lower the number of burn casualties in Europe. Therefore we need to work together with several major players who all determine one or more elements in the process of achieving better fire safety. We call them the different stakeholders in the discussions on fire safety.

EBCA has invited the following stakeholders in the discussions on fire safety regulations in EU:

· - The European Union/Members of the EU parliament

· - EFA (the European Fire Academy)

· - EFRA (the European Flame Retardant Association)

· - Eurosprinkler (the European Association of Sprinkler Association)

· - The industry representing the evolution of smoke detection regulations in EU

They will shortly present the achievements of their professional organizations in the last five years, as well as their proposals for the next 5 years.

We look very much forward to meeting you on the 26th of November, and wish you a safe trip to Brussels.

Dear Members and Partners,

We are very proud to be able to say that our second EBCA was a success.

All members were present even those who joined EBCA less than two weeks ago.

After a quick standing lunch the chief of the military hospital Doctor Colonel Neirinckx and the vice president Mr Paul Villain welcomed everybody. Every National Member presented their organisation and after a coffee break we had some presentations from stakeholders like EFA “European Fire Academy”, EFRA “European Flame Retardants Association and BFSN “Belgian Fire Sprinkler Network”. Enclosed you will find all the presentations.
At 5 PM we started the guided tour in the burn centre of the Military Hospital, and finished this meeting with a dinner offered by EBCA for all people present.  We will be back soon with some conclusions as well as proposals for the next meeting, regarding presentation of other organizations and the development of dedicated working groups, and we would very much like to have your cooperation in the further development of the EBCA box for the European parliament, on which Dominiek Viaene will mail you in the days to come.

	
	EBCA Box (November 2010)

	2 and 3 dec 2010
	Participation on the 11de EFA Roundtable in Warsaw
More information on website EFA: http://www.europeanfireacademy.com/cms/show 

	25,26 and 27 mai 2010
	Participation EBCA as speaker during Eurofire 2011


Outlooks  from January the 1st 2011::

· We continue non stop to give all European Organization information through our website www.ebca.info
· All members and partners receiving personally the last reports, last news, etc..

· In 2011 EBCA will organize a Third meeting for all organization who are involved with burned peoples. The exact location an date will be discussed during the second EBCA meeting on November 26th. In view of the central location of Brussels as well as the link with the EU organizations, it needs to be considered to keep the meeting in Brussels.
· The EBCA website is used more and more as a library, which provides all different reports of all parties involved.
· In 2011 EBCA members will try to share from each other by keeping prevention campaigns, experience with negotiations with the government, after care guidance, fundraising, etc,…
The EBCA board.
26/11/2010

